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First Cycle of S’lihot Prayers: Pleas of M
ercy

All !esh com
es to You, You who hear prayer.

  All flesh shall com
e to w

orship You, A.
They shall com

e to bow down before You, ADONAI, 
and they w

ill pay honor to Your nam
e.

 
Com

e, let us sing to A; 
 

and cry out to the stronghold of our deliverance.
Let us greet G

od w
ith thanks,

and sing songs of praise.
  The sea belongs to G

od, G
od m

ade it;
  the land w

as created by G
od’s hands.

In G
od’s hand is every living soul 

and the breath of all hum
an !esh.


 


 

 
  

W
e know there is a place where gold is found,

and som
ewhere there is silver for re(ning.

  But w
isdom

—
w

here can it be found?
  W

here is the place of true know
ledge?

 
V

’ha-hokhm
ah m

ei-ayin tim
m

atzei, v’ei zeh m
’kom

 binah.
The deep declares, “It is not in m

e!” 
The ocean echoes, “N

either is it here!”
  Yet it has no m

atch in gold or glass,
  it cannot be traded for precious trinkets,
  not even for corals or crystal.
But w

isdom
—

where can it be found? 
W

here is the place of true knowledge?
  G

od perceives its path.
  G

od know
s its place.

W
hile peering to the ends of the earth, 

inspecting everything under the heavens, 
  w

eighing out the w
inds,

  apportioning the w
ater,

  setting quotas for the rain,
  fixing routes for the thunderstorm

s,
G

od saw it and appraised it,
exam

ined it and plum
bed it,

and then G
od said to hum

an beings: 
  “The fear of A—

that is w
isdom

; 
  departing from

 sin—
that is true know

ledge.” 
Job 

S’ consists of selec- 
tions of biblical verses or 
a piyyut, culm

inating in a 
declaration of the Thirteen 
A

ttributes of G
od. D

ifferent 
rites and traditions repeat 
this cycle up to thirteen 
tim

es. In this  m
ahzor, w

e 
have three repetitions.
  Follow

ing the A
shkenazic 

rite, w
e begin w

ith a m
ed-

ley of biblical verses, know
n 

as “verses of m
ercy.” The 

selected verses are Psalm
 

:; Isaiah : (adapted); 
Psalm

s :, :–, ; and 
Job :. 
  Then follow

ing the 
 Sephardic tradition, w

e 
have included verses 
from

 the Book of Job. 
The  Sephardic custom

 of 
reciting that biblical book 
on Kol N

idrei evening w
as 

inspired by the M
ishnah, 

w
hich says that the H

igh 
Priest w

ould study it during 
the night of Yom

  Kippur 
(Yom

a :).  Invoking the 
Book of Job m

ay also 
im

ply that on this day w
e 

question not only our ow
n 

perform
ance during the 

year but also the state of 
the w

orld, and G
od’s justice 

as w
ell. (This them

e w
ill be 

further explored during the 
M

usaf service tom
orrow

.) 
  These particular verses 
evoke a sense of the m

ys-
tery of existence. Repen-
tance m

ay begin w
ith a 

realization of the lim
ita-

tions of our know
ledge—

w
hether of ourselves or of 

the w
orld.

In that strange night
som

eone asked:
C

an you change the past?
And the wom

an w
ho was 

ill angrily responded:
The past is not a piece of 

jewelry
sealed in a crystal box
nor is it a snake preserved 

in a bo!le of form
alde-

hyde—
The past trem

bles 
w

ithin the present
and w

hen the present 
falls into a pit 

the past goes w
ith it—

w
hen the past looks 
toward heaven 

all of life is upraised,
even the distant past.

But the lonely m
an 

 m
u!ered:

D
id not Abraham

 once 
stride the earth,

he w
ho did not seem

 
a!ached to even the 
cord

of the one w
ho gave him

 
birth?        —

Z
(trans. Edw

ard Feld)

 ¶


